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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Sunflower Friends:

FY 22 was another tremendous year for Sunflower. Not only did we increase the number of 
students enrolled and graduated, but the sales of our delicious baked goods also grew by 40% 
from the previous year, a rate almost unprecedented in the bakery industry. This success was 
due to the continued support from our community, as we navigated the challenges of COVID, 
and a committed Sunflower team. From everyone at Sunflower, thank you; we couldn’t have 
done it without you. 

Our founders were truly visionary when they created Sunflower as a non-profit, social enterprise 
organization, and that vision continues today benefiting our students and the organization. 
Our baked goods are the vehicle for our workforce development training and provide crucial 
hands-on experience for our students, who play a role in everything made or sold at Sunflower 
Bakery and Café Sunflower. This model allows students the opportunity to hone their skills, 
provides valuable work experience, and supports the organization through income generated 
from sales. All income goes back to support our mission to ensure that our financial position is 
diversified and strong for long-term sustainability. 

As we plan for the future, we will build on our founder’s vision and Sunflower’s strong 
foundation to train more students for employment success and increase our market reach with 
new and different product offerings. It’s an exciting time at Sunflower Bakery, and we invite 
you to join us as we work together to make a greater impact for young adults with learning 
differences.

With gratitude,
 

Jody Tick

Sunflower Bakery is a non-profit, social enterprise enabling pathways to employment 
for teens and young adults with learning differences through pre-employment exposure 
and workforce development training in the pastry and hospitality industries. Our social 

enterprise model integrates students into everything Sunflower produces and sells 
amplifying our mission with income generated going back to support our students.

sunflowerbakery.org



PASTRY ARTS STUDENTS
Josephine Adams
Gillian Eisenberg
Jasmine Woody

Gavin Kutz
Tyree Walters
Avital Chefitz

Darius Henderson
Ryan Pollock

Zienna Tampe Bravo
Alejandro Ifarraguerri

Jamison Kilgore
Kai Shuman

Rachel Hamm
Reese Branham

Jahi Sibert
Dahneesha Whyte

Ethan Bailey
Julia Kraft
Maia West

Joshua Blount

HOSPITALITY STUDENTS
Melissa Mantua
Ty’Asia Bryant
Jeremy Soled
Michael Casey

Toby Edelschick
Alessandro Spilimbergo 

Josef Klausner
Haydee Alonzo

Tierney Caulfield
Jessica Morissette
Webb Kavanagh

Noah Plitt

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Scott Reiter, Chair

Philip Mantua, Vice Chair
Steve Jacobson, Treasurer
Elissa Goldfarb, Secretary

Cathy Bernard
Gwen Crane
Shai Fierst

Samuel Kaplan
Jennie Kuperstein

Dina Leener*
Sara Portman Milner**

Orlee Panitch
Sari Raskin
Sarah Shick

Laurie Wexler*
*Co-founder

**Co-founder, Ex-Officio

STAFF
Jody Tick, Executive Director

Daphna Raskas, Development Director
John Katz, Program Director
Liz Hutter, Culinary Director

Demba Cisse
Loren Granberry
Sandy Joswick
Rachel Kwon

Alexandra Mazzeo
Megan McIntosh

Sara Portman Milner
Anna Myers
Janis Neville
Joey Nowicki
Marion Pitcher

Kimberly Rayburn
Josh Tanner

Cindy Tepper



Beyond the Numbers
Beyond the numbers, it’s the combination of the hard and soft skills that makes the Sunflower 
experience transformational. Students who enter the program are not the same students when 

they leave. The personal growth, self-confidence and level of independence increases as students 
advance through the program. While not intended outcomes of our workforce development 

training programs, these results have a very positive affect on these young adults and their families, 
contributing to a more just and inclusive community of employers, coworkers and consumers.

OUR IMPACT 
IN FY 2022 
By the Numbers

STUDENTSSTUDENTS
 13,934 training hours & 
300 teen exposure hours 

34 employment training 
students & 24 teens served

70% of students placed  
in employment within 6 
months of graduation

OUTREACHOUTREACH
Relationships developed with 

over 60 employer partners 

13 employers hired our 
graduates in FY22

6 new employer partners

7 repeat employer 
partners

SALESSALES
40% increase in sales 

year over year

55,530 hamantaschen 
produced

8,967 challahs sold



FY22 HIGHLIGHTS

Michael F. Taff Award
Sunflower Bakery was recognized as the recipient of the Michael F. Taff Award for our work 
improving the lives of people with disabilities in Rockville.

Media Features 
Sunflower was highlighted in various media over the course of the year with special recognition 
on Fox5 as part of a live segment for Giving Tuesday, and in Jewish Insider featuring Sunflower’s 
history and work.

Looking to the Future
In FY23, Sunflower is moving forward on a new, three year strategic plan that will build upon 
our successful track record, strong brand identity, a diversified funding base and a dedicated 
community of partners and supporters. These strengths will enable us to plan for our highest-
impact future. Under three priorities that strengthen our core, support growth at our current 
facilities and expand and diversify our training, Sunflower will continue to place our students
at the center of our strategic decisions to ensure choice and opportunity for brighter futures.

FY23 
STRENGTHEN THE  
CORE

Maximize program quality  
and impact.
Operate brilliantly through 
efficiency.

FY24
MAXIMIZE IMPACT  
IN PLACE

Continue to grow training 
programs incrementally.
Pilot new program 
to provide more 
choice.

FY25
GROW & DIVERSIFY 
PROGRAMS

Formalize new program.
Continue to scale  
training programs. 
Maximize capacity.



FINANCIALS 

Our generous community of customers and donors, including individuals, foundations corporations 
and government partners, provide critical support to enable our workforce development training 
programs. Through our social enterprise model, over half of our revenue in FY22 was generated 
through the sales of our baked goods (40%) and program fees (17%). 

Fundraising
$719,676

43%
Earned Income 

$959,811
57%

REVENUE SOURCES

Bakery Sales
$665,269

40%

Individual
$292,148

17%

Program Fees
$294,541

17%

Corporate
$49,092

3% Foundation
$280,200

17%

Government
$98,236

6%

CONTRIBUTIONS

Program Services
$1,227,784

84%

Management  
& Fundraising

$235,280
16%

EXPENSE BY FUNCTION



Sunflower Bakery  |  5951 Halpine Road, Rockville, MD 20851
Café Sunflower  |  6101 Executive Boulevard, N. Bethesda, MD 20852
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THANK YOU TO OUR FY22 DONORS
$25,000 – $50,000
Carol and Gary Berman
Cathy Bernard
Jewish Federation of Greater Washington
Montgomery County
Montgomery County Economic   
   Development Corporation
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz   
   Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Annette M and Theodore N. Lerner 
   Family Foundation
Anonymous 
Ascienzo Family Foundation
Aviv Foundation
David and Naomi Balto
Bender Foundation
Dottie Bennett
David S. Stone Foundation
Deck Foundation
Harris Holdings, Inc.
The Isadore and Bertha Gudelsky Family   
   Foundation, Inc.
Irene and Edward Kaplan
Leslie and Samuel Kaplan
The Mayberg Family Charitable Foundation
Irwin and Orlee Panitch
Toni and Ron Paul
Restaurant Association Education Fund 
Safeway Foundation
Sandy Spring Bank
William S. Abell Foundation, Inc.
Wolpoff Family Foundation

$2,500 - $9,999
Gary and Pennie Abramson 
Amazon.com Services, Inc.
Pamela Auerbach Feith and Douglas Feith
Raymond and Vivian Bass
Ryna and Melvin Cohen
Patricia and David Cohn
Judith Danish and Miles Greenbaum
Sarah and David Feith
Rich and Evelyn Goldstein Neimand
Alan and Sheri Heller
Leslie and Erik Heyer
Lesley Leben
Dina and Gerry Leener
Iris Lerner
Aliza Levine and Eric Brown
Philip and Dawn Mantua
Douglas and Mary Beth McDaniel
Percival Stern Family Foundation
Harris and Amy Schwalb
Sheltering Palms Foundation
Sidgmore Family Foundation
Tribute 21 Fund
Venable Foundation, Inc.
Rochelle Zohn

$1,000 - $2,499
Mark and Mona Berch 
Rachel and David Berl
Dafna and Brian Berman 
Dennis and Debra Berman
Bernstein Management Corporation 
Shirley Brandman and Howard Shapiro
Jane and Dennis Carlton
Colburn Family Foundation 
Gwen and Donald Crane
Digital Ink
Eric Eisenberg
Sarah Gershman and Daniel Silverberg
Margie Glancz
Elissa and Saul Goldfarb
Thomas and Barbara Gottschalk
Caron Gremont
Benjamin and Erin Gris
Clare Herington and Laurence Platt
Robin Hettleman-Weinberg
Steven and Nancy Jacobson
Kenneth and Debbie Jaffe
Sherry and Ronald Kabran
Cal Klausner
Michele and David Klein
Michael and Michele Landa
Stuart and Ellen Lessans
Connie and Erik Lindenauer
Virginia and William McDonald
Sandra McMurtrie
Meltzer Group Employee Giving Fund
Howard and Sharon Metro
Jacob and Goldie Milner
Josh Milner and Aliza Sperling
Stu and Sara Milner
Riva Mirvis and Daniel Ball
The Monitor Group
Theodore and Miriam Mordfin
Yaacov and Herlene Nagler
Gerson and Debra Panitch
Posner - Wallace Foundation
Daniel and Daphna Raskas
Rabbi Adam and Sari Raskin
Rowny Foundation
Robert and Benita Sandler
Andrea Santman and Howard Wiener
Andrew and Lissa Shorr
Ruth and Jay Silberg
Snyder Family Foundation
Lawrence and Rebecca Stern
Susan and Bradley Stillman
Michael Strongin
Adam and Miriam Szubin
Jody Tick
Steven and Sue VanGrack
Barbara and David Weisel
Robert and Laurie Wexler
Reuven and Tamar Zakheim
Janet and Mark Zuckerman

$500 - $999
John Barpoulis 
Naomi Baum and Saul Newman 
Sheila Bellack 
Susan and Albert Belsky
Barbara Berish Brown
George and Adele Berlin 
Lee and Mia Blecher
Lynn Blitzer
Chani Bloom and Nate Lesser
Wayne Bullock
Bradley and Carol Carter
Jonny and Lisa Charnoff
Nurit Coombe
Michael and Laura Cutler
Andrew Dauber
Belle Davis
George and Constance Engel
Epstein Family Foundation, Inc.
Shai Fierst and Paola Buitrago
Erika Friedmann and Paul Turkeltaub
Sara and Paul Glashofer
Sol and Nina Glasner
Eileen Kessler
Bryan and Rachel Koplow
Aaron and Elizabeth Lauren-Oser
Trude Lawrence
Richard Lieberman and Helene Weisz
Cheryl Luria and Mark Mlynarczyk
Karen Meister
Rachel and David Milner Gillers
Elaine and Allen Minzer
Alicia Myara and Lawrence Stern
Jane Nalitt
Roger and Bashi Packer
Matthew and Rebecca Price
Scott Reiter and Rachel Weintraub
S-F Foundation, Inc. 
Brenda Schuett
Sarah Shick
Marshall and Deborah Skolnick Einhorn
Craig and Diane Solomon
SPC Financial
William and Sarah Stern
Barry Taff
Joseph and Orlee Turitz
Aron and Lynn Trombka
Deborah Weinstein
Elise and Steven Weinstein
Bernard Weisz
Bruce and Rochelle Wiener
Wendy Williams
Woodmont Properties II, LLC
Len and Rinny Yourman

Sunflower’s work is made 
possible by generous donors, 
supporters and customers.


